Vindicating Vincent

“ And for every Baha’i the issues are spiritual. The Cause is not a political party nor an ideology, much less an engine for political agitation against this or that social wrong. The process of transformation it has set in motion advances by inducing a fundamental chance of consciousness, and the challenge it poses to everyone who will serve it is to free oneself from attachment to inherited assumptions and preferences that are irreconcilable with the Will of God for humanity’s coming of age.” 

 As hard as I try to shape my thoughts into a form decided weeks ago they leap about creating new associations. This is most probably progress and consequently good. It can however be a little frustrating if you have a project to finish. What I can offer is not an art history lesson which although informative will miss the point of Century of Light and all I can offer then is to recount what have become key points, ones that have occupied my mind for days on end. 

I hope to accomplish this by

1. Listing key points 

I have chosen to divide the 20th century into a number of eras, some of which follow the seasons. Quotations are used mostly verbatim (except where I have inserted bracketed points to slow you down to contemplate ) as this is perhaps the best way to retain objectivity

2. A Table setting out how these various themes have been reflected, foreshadowed or exposed during the past century.
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Vincent Van Gogh. The Sower June 1888
Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have, at the bidding of the omnipotent Ordainer, breathed a new life into every human frame, and instilled into every word a fresh potency. All created things proclaim the evidences of this world-wide regeneration

CENTURY OF LIGHT

Key points

Division of 20th Century into Eras 

1. The Modern Age 1844 –1960. 

The Revelations of the Bab and Baha’u’llah provide the “generating impulse brought fourth the manifold arts and sciences” and “ recreated the whole world” If looked at objectively more than half of the modern age falls within the 20th Century. It was followed by the space age , electronic age and we are now in the information age, where your refrigerator can order milk  and some gadgets have even surpassed what the best science fiction writers could dream up.

The world's equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating influence of this most great, this new World Order. Mankind's ordered life hath been revolutionized through the agency of this unique, this wondrous System--the like of which mortal eyes have never witnessed.

Towards the end of the 19th century, physicists thought that their understanding of the physical universe was nearly complete…yet within a generation the world of physics was turned upside-down by new discoveries of phenomena operating outside the rules of Newton and Maxwell. The “quantum revolution” that these discoveries generate is the one true revolutionary event in the history of science
 
Scientific progress conflicts with traditional values beginning a disintegration of institutions, while the right to self determination and unity of mankind are still held in check by ‘old world ‘ absolutist monarchies or totalitarian governments. In art the impressionists attempt to capture the effects of light in their paintings as opposed to romantic realism, while Vincent Van Gogh took art a giant step forward expressing religious sentiment without using iconography – embedding emotions in each stroke, truly an act of worship. All expressionistic art, be it German or Abstract up until Mark Rothko (who’s vast canvas are fields of barely modulated colour) is directly descendent from Van Gogh. But that was as far as it could go.

That the modern age ended cannot be denied, technological progress however continues. But did we keep up with the change? Did our thinking adapt as rapidly? 

Robert Hugs writes, “ Histories do not break off clean, like a glass rod, they fray, stretch, and come undone, like rope; and some strands never part. There was no specific year in which the Renaissance ended, but it did end, although culture is still permeated with the remnants of Renaissance thought. So it is with Modernism, only more so, because we are that much closer to it…The modernist achievement will continue to affect culture for decades to come, because it was so large, so imposing and so irrefutably convincing. ”

2. 1900 – 1910 An Indian Summer of Ignorance.

Continuations of 19th century attitudes running on borrowed time like warm weather in autumn.

3. 1910 – 1914 Storm Clouds on the Horizon & the Master travels to Europe, England, America and Canada.

While laying out in both public addresses and private discussions the vision of world unity and peace that the revelation of Go for our day will bring, the Master warned emphatically of the dangers that lay on the immediate horizon …Abdu’l-Baha foresaw, in the words of Shoghi Effendi a “ Winter of unprecedented severity”.

“All  Europe is an armed camp. These warlike preparations will necessarily culminate in a great war”

4. 1914- - 1945 The winter of Our Discontent

"The winds of despair," Bahá'u'lláh has unmistakably affirmed, "are, alas, blowing from every direction, and the strife that divides and afflicts the human race is daily increasing. The signs of impending convulsions and chaos can now be discerned...."  "The ills," `Abdu'l-Bahá, writing as far back as two decades ago, has prophesied, "from which the world now suffers will multiply; the gloom which envelops it will deepen. The Balkans will remain discontented. Its restlessness will increase. The vanquished Powers will continue to agitate.

5. 1946 onwards, Spring

Key points continued

6. War brutalizes human society and accelerated the disintegration of existing social order. After world war 2 it “became the omnipresent feature of social life throughout much of the planet”

7. As the yearning for belief is inextinguishable, the dark god of nationalism, the false god of racialism and the crooked doctrine of Communism, idols of humanity’s own invention were worshiped. ( by worshiped I mean they were accepted as the means of salvation of the people, most notably those who had been ruled by absolute monarchies.) 

8. Unity is 
(a) agreement about the nature of reality as it affects their relationship with one another and with the phenomenal world. (b) give assent to some recognized and authoritative means by which decisions will be taken that affect their association with one another and that determines their common goals. 

(c) Unity is not mutual goodwill and common purpose. 

(d) Unity is a phenomenon of creative power - the existence of which is apparent in the effects that collective action produces and who’s absence is betrayed by the impotence of such efforts. 

(e) Although often handicapped by ignorance and perversity this force has been the primary influence driving the advancement of civilization, generating legal codes social and political institutions, artistic works, technological achievements without end, moral breakthroughs, material prosperity and long periods of public peace… 

A fundamental change in consciousness
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Thomas Couture
French (1815-1879) Romans of the Decadence 
oil on canvas 16 13/16" x 26 1/2" 

French Academic Painter
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French Realism
Gustave Courbet

The Grain Sifters1854-55; Oil on canvas; Musee des Beaux-Arts, Nantes
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Vincent Van Gogh. The Starry Night, 1889

� Century of Light, pg125 p11.32


� - Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh


� Bahá'u'lláh, The Kitab-i-Aqdas


� Quantum Physics - beginners guide to the subatomic world. John Gribbin


� The Shock of the New. Pg376


� Century of Light, pg26-27, p3.23


� -- Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice


� Century of Light, pg60, p 5.43


� Century of Light, pg38-39 p4.4 –4.5.
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